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Note from Our Director 

The Human Trafficking Center, housed within the Josef Korbel School 

of International Studies (JKSIS) at the University of Denver, was creat-

ed in 2002 to apply sound research and reliable methodology to the field 

of human trafficking with the goal of helping governmental and non-

governmental agencies and institutions craft rational law and poli-

cy. Our mission and vision is to "Seek Knowledge to Secure Freedom." 

Our symbol is a key ð the key that unlocks knowledge secures freedom 

from forced labor and human trafficking.  

 

This past year has been one of great growth for us.  In 2013, Ambassador Christopher R. Hill, 

Dean of the Korbel School, approved the institutional change from Clinic to Center, thereby 

recognizing the value HTC brings to Korbel.  The graduate student Research Associates and 

Staff continue to conduct research, much of which we publish in blog form (see page 6). The 

response from the anti-human trafficking community has been very gratifying.  Our primary 

research has been focused on developing the Human Trafficking Index (HTI) (see page 5) and 

a grant has allowed us to make substantial progress. We have been beta-testing portions of 

the HTI with colleagues and experts in the field and it will be ready for public use soon. This 

important project and tool would not have been possible without our partners, The Pardee 

Center for International Futures. 

 

Throughout 2014 and into 2015, we hosted numerous events, featuring guests such as Kevin 

Bales, founder of Free the Slaves.  We will be hosting a workshop to bring together experts 

on research methodology with national and international scholars and practitioners. The 

themes of our events have, purposely, dealt with a broad range of topics including vulnerabil-

ity to trafficking of indigenous women, immigration and trafficking, and Colorado anti-

trafficking legislation.  Locally, we have continued to support the work of the Colorado Hu-

man Trafficking Council with appointments from Governor Hickenlooper.  In January of last 

year, with the generous support of Dr. Richard Lapchick and his daughter Emily Lapchick, 

we hosted a conference on human trafficking, entitled Perspectives on Human Traffick-

ing.  The conference, which you can read more about on page 9, featured guests speaker offer-

ing unique expert perspectives on the issues of forced labor and human trafficking.  

 

We note, with regret and sadness, the closing of Prax(us).  Prax(us) offered an alternative 

view of service provision focused on  harm reduction to street based youth in Denver.  The 

HTC is committed to upholding that philosophy in the training of our graduate students. 

 

Our work and success would be impossible without the hard work of our students.  The num-

ber of students working with the HTC has increased greatly since 2002. This year alone 

brought in the largest cohort of incoming Research Assistants ever, an increase of 30% from 

last year.   

 

As we continue our work on exciting projects, we thank you for your support and look for-

ward to what the future holds.                                    

Claude dõEstr®e,  M.T.S., J.D.  
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On Thursday July 16, 2015, Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper appointed Claude 

dõEstr®e, Director of the HTC, to the Colorado Human Trafficking Council. Professor 

d'Estr®e is serving as a representative of òa university department that conducts research 

on human trafficking,ó for a term lasting through August 1, 2018.  

The Council is a mandate of legislation the State of Colorado passed in 2014.  The law, HB 

14-1273, was passed to protect victims and survivors of human trafficking, in part by the 

creation of a Council with research and legislative mandates.    

The Council seeks to prevent human trafficking in Colorado by bringing together leader-

ship from community-based and statewide anti-trafficking efforts, building and enhancing 

collaboration among communities within the state, establishing and improving compre-

hensive services for victims and survivors of human trafficking, and assisting with the 

prosecution of human traffickers.  

 

Director Appointed by Governor to Colorado Council 

The Colorado Human Trafficking Council meets every month.  

The meetings are open to the public.   

For meeting times and location please visit:  

https://sites.google.com/a/state.co.us/cdps-prod/home/human-trafficking -council  

HTC Director Claude 

dõEstr®e and HTC stu-

dent staff member Jenni 

Hankel look on as Colo-

rado Governor Hick-

enlooper signs HB14-

1273 into effect.  Also in 

attendance were Colorado 

state officials, law en-

forcement officials, and 

HTC community part-

ners 

https://sites.google.com/a/state.co.us/cdps-prod/home/human-trafficking-council
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HTC Research: The Human Trafficking Index and Flow Map 

 

 

While movement is not required for human trafficking, many victims are transported across 

national borders. To increase awareness of human trafficking, the HTC has created the Hu-

man Trafficking Flow Map, an online dashboard that displays some of the data from the Cen-

ter's Human Trafficking Index (HTI) project. The dashboard is a tool that visualizes source 

and destination countries of trafficking victims as well as a profile and trafficking type, when 

known.  The project aims to help policymakers, researchers, advocates, students, and the gen-

eral public easily and interactively map and explore human trafficking flows between coun-

tries.  

The map is the product of years of research by the graduate students and faculty of the Hu-

man Trafficking Center, with support from the Frederick S. Pardee Center for International 

Futures. According to Oliver Kaplan, Assistant Professor and Associate Director of the Hu-

man Trafficking Center, "We have hosted several international human trafficking delegations 

through U.S. State Department and World Denver programs, and visitors have consistently 

pleaded for accessible, comparative data to advocate for stronger anti-human trafficking poli-

cies in their home countries. We hope our visualization dashboard will provide such a tool for 

them, as well as serve as an educational aid for policymakers and the general public."  

The project was funded by a Korbel School Research Fund grant.  The visualization design 

and development was conducted by the university's new Center for Statistics and Visualiza-

tion. The HTC Flow Map is expected to launch in early 2016 and will be freely available to 

the public via the Human Trafficking Center website. 
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The HTC celebrated one year of blogging in January of 2015. Throughout the 2014 ð2015 aca-

demic year, the HTC published 39 blog posts written by HTC staff and associates, non-

associate students, and external experts. Our most popular blog post, What About the Men and 

Boys, written by the 2014-2015 Associate Director of Advocacy Ashley Greve, has had over 

1000 views.   

A number of our blog posts have been cross-published. A post by our HTI Manager, Kara Na-

politano, òA World Cup Built on Exploitation and Forced Labor in Qatar,ó was published by 

the International Human Trafficking Institute. A post co-authored by our Associate Director, 

Dr. Oliver Kaplan, and Ashley Greve, was published by OpenDemocracy.  

Our guest bloggers include external experts such as Megan Hope, the Human Trafficking Co-

ordinator of the Rocky Mountain Immigrant Assistance Network (RMIAN), who contributed 

a guest post, òThe Intersection of Immigration and Trafficking.ó 

Our blog was a finalist in the Duck of Minerva Blog Competition for the Online Achievement 

in International Studies Award.  

The HTC blog can be accessed at  https://www.humantraffickingcenter.com/blog   

Connecting with the World: The HTC Blog 

HTC Student and Faculty Publications 

dõEstr®e, Claude and Oliver Kaplan. òExposing Americaõs Largest Trafficking Crisis,ó 

 MediaPlanet, Impacting our Future series, January 30, 2016. 

  

Castenson, Kate and Oliver Kaplan. òTo end forced marriage, we must work with the whole 

 community,ó CNN.com (The CNN Freedom Project), November 2, 2015. 

 

Kaplan, Oliver. òInternational Cooperation Needed for Niger Anti-Trafficking Law to 

 Work,ó Interview, World Politics Review, July 6, 2015. 

 

Greve, Ashley and Oliver Kaplan. òCan Snowball Sampling Estimate  Human Trafficking?ó

 openDemocracy (Beyond Trafficking and Slavery), February 12, 2015. 

 

Jekowsky, Lauren and Oliver Kaplan. òBeyond Boko Haram: Nigeria's Human Trafficking

 Crisis,ó National Interest, May 19, 2014. 
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In September 2014, the HTC, 

in collaboration with the US 

State Department and World 

Denver, hosted representa-

tives from India, Jordan, Leb-

anon, Nepal, and Saudi Ara-

bia.  Under the auspices of the 

Department of State's Inter-

national Visitor Leadership 

Program, the objectives of the visit were to  assess the impact of the UN Protocol to Combat 

Trafficking in Persons as well as to analyze the root causes of trafficking and the crucial poli-

cies and practices needed to prevent its proliferation. 

In November 2014, the HTC hosted rep-

resentatives of Tunisia, the Marshall Is-

lands, Papua New Guinea, Oman, Paki-

stan, and Nepal. We had the opportunity 

to share our centerõs activities with the 

visitors and discuss the conditions in 

their countries.  HTC Associate Director 

Oliver Kaplan presented on the Human 

Trafficking Index project, leading to dis-

cussions about future cooperation. 

 

In February 2015, Dr. Kaplan presented on the Human Trafficking Index to a delegation 

from Egypt. The visitors included members of the Egyptian National Council for Women and 

Center of Egyptian Women's Legal Assistance.   

Associate Director Dr. Oliver Kaplan, staff members Ash-

ley Greve and Elizabeth Harrell, with representatives from 

Tunisia, the Marshall Islands, Papua New Guinea, 

Oman, Pakistan and Nepal. 

The HTC Hosts 3 Separate State Department Delegations 

Director Claude dõEstr®e, staff members Ashley Greve and David Esar-

ey, met with delegation representatives. 

Advocacy by HTC Associates 

HTC Associates Rex Hamaker and Otilia Eni-

ca along with Research Fellow Monica Pe-

tersen attended the Human Trafficking Aware-

ness Day at the Colorado State Capitol on Feb-

ruary 19, 2015.   

Kicking off the event was the passing of a reso-

lution on human trafficking. In the afternoon, 

the associates attended  the "Speak Up!" Hu-

man Trafficking Awareness Day Rally.  Speak-

ers at the rally included Colorado Attorney General Cynthia Coffman and other top law 

enforcement officials as well as Jessica, a survivor of human trafficking. 

HTC Associates Rex Hamaker and Otilia Eni-

ca and Research Fellow Monica Petersen attend 

the HTAD at the Colorado State Capitol. 
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Following the passage of HB 14-1273, 

the HTC held a Human Trafficking 

Legislative Town Hall in September of 

2014, co-sponsored by the John Mans-

ville Company. The discussion cen-

tered on the recently passed legislation 

as well as general issues surrounding 

human trafficking in Colorado. The 

eveningõs panelists included Colorado 

State Senator Linda Newell, Colorado 

State Representative Beth McCann, Sgt. Daniel Steele of the Denver Police Department and Inno-

cence Lost Task Force, Senior Assistant Attorney General Janet Drake, and Ashley Arens of Ur-

ban Peak. Ambassador Christopher R. Hill, Dean of the Josef Korbel School for International 

Studies, provided the eventõs opening remarks.  

 

HTC student associates and HTC staff pose with panelists at 

Town Hall in September 2014.  

In October, the HTC partnered with the JKSIS 

Latin America Center (LAC) to host a panel fo-

cusing on the intersection of immigration and 

human trafficking. Our three-person panel con-

sisted of Megan Hope from Rocky Mountain 

Immigrant Advocacy Network (RMIAN), Silvia 

Gonsalez from Servicios de la Raza, and Alison 

Krögel, an associate professor of Spanish at the 

University of Denver. All three panelists deliv-

ered perceptive views on the challenges and threats of exploitation that migrants may face. Megan 

Hope observed that RMIAN sees many more labor exploitation cases than sex trafficking ones, 

while Gonsalez noted that Servicios de la Raza works with many migrant children ð a great deal of 

whom are seeking to be reunited with family in the U.S. and are at risk of being kidnapped while 

attempting to do so. Professor Krögel shared her expertise on the exploitation Quechua sheepherd-

ers from Peru face in Western Colorado and Wyoming. Quechua herders come to the U.S. under 

H2-A immigrant work visas, within which legal exemptions may lead to wage exploitation and 

poor living conditions for the herders.  

Panelists (l to r): Megan Hope from RMIAN, Sil-

via Gonsalez from Servicios de la Raza, and  DU As-

sociate Professor Alison Krögel.  

Immigration and Human  

Trafficking Panel 

Legislative Town Hall 
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In May 2015, the HTC in collaboration 

with the Center on Rights Development 

(CORD) held the annual Lauren Johnson 

Memorial Lecture, in honor of former 

JKSIS student Lauren Johnson.  The 

educational event, entitled Prostitution 

and Trafficking of Indigenous Women, 

featured speaker Cinnamon Quale from 

Red Wind Consulting, a NGO working to 

strengthen Tribal programs and Native 

organizations' ability to develop and en-

hance local responses to domestic vio-

lence, sexual assault and stalking 

through training and tribal technical as-

sistance.     

HTC Director Claude d'Estrée introduces the Lauren John-

son Memorial Lecture. Seated are presenter Cinnamon 

Quale and her associate.  

The HTC, in partnership with the DU Athletics Department, 

hosted the Perspectives on Human Trafficking Conference on 

January 8th and 9th, drawing roughly 150 attendees.  Profes-

sor Claude dõEstr®e provided the opening remarks. A panel 

consisting of Mary Durant from Praxus,  Megan Hope from 

RMIAN, and Sgt. Dan Steele on human trafficking in Colora-

do was moderated by Dr. Oliver Kaplan.   

The conference had 12 workshops which featured experts on 

new and underrepresented perspectives on the issue of traf-

ficking. Amanda De Lisio from the University of Toronto presented her research on trafficking 

and sports. Becky Bullard, former Director of the Denver Anti-Trafficking Alliance, spoke on 

the nexus between intimate partner violence and familial trafficking.  Dr. Yvonne Zimmerman 

gave a keynote presentation on progressive Christian anti-trafficking activism while Dr. 

AnnJanette Alejano-Steele provided background on the Laboratory to Combat Human Traf-

fickingõs Colorado Project.  Attorney T.Markus Funk discussed his work on supply chain man-

agement.  Dr. Julie Laser from the University of Denver provided a clinical perspective on the 

issue. Emily Lapchick presented on the work by UNICEF to protect children worldwide from 

trafficking, and the HTC held a presentation on responsibly representing the issue. Following 

the workshops, 19 organizations participated in a mission fair.  

Dr. Richard Lapchick delivered a keynote speech.  The event was co-sponsored by Dr. Richard 

Lapchick, the National Consortium for Academics and Sports, the Fetzer Institute, and the US 

fund for UNICEF. 

HTC Hosts Conference: Perspectives on Human Trafficking 

Vulnerability to Trafficking of  Indigenous Women 

Dr. Yvonne Zimmerman speaks to 

an engaged audience. 
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Agnes Igoye 

In October 2015, the HTC hosted an event 

featuring Agnes Igoye, the Deputy National 

Chair for the Prevention of Trafficking in 

Persons in Uganda, in collaboration with the 

Global Livingston Institute and the Colora-

do Womenõs Colege.  Igoye spoke on human 

trafficking and womenõs empowerment, and 

shared her experiences with founding the 

Chain of Hope Rehabilitation Center in Uganda, an organization providing emergency human-

itarian relief  and educat ion for children impacted by human trafficking.  

 

Speaker Agnes Igoye addresses a packed and en-

thralled audience at the University of Denver. 

Yvonne Zimmerman 

Yvonne Zimmerman, Professor of Christian Ethics 

at Methodist Theological School in Ohio and au-

thor of Other Dreams of Freedom spoke at Korbel, 

hosted by the HTC.  She shed light on human traf-

ficking through the lenses of theology, ethics, queer 

theory, history, policy, and social justice.  HTC Di-

rector dõEstr®e joined Yvonne Zimmerman for an 

extended Q&A portion.  Discussions included the 

theological influence on the anti-human trafficking 

movement in the U.S. and worldwide.   

Engaged in a riveting discussion are speaker 

Yvonne Zimmerman and Director dõEstr®e. 

Kevin Bales 

On November 13, 2015 the HTC 

launched its 2015-2016 Speaker 

Series.  Kicking off the series 

was Kevin Bales, co-founder of 

the non-profit Free the Slaves 

and a professor of Contemporary 

Slavery at the University of 

Hullõs Wilberforce Institute for 

the Study of Slavery and Eman-

cipation.  His presentation, enti-

tled òModern Slavery, Ecocide, and the Secret to Saving the World,ó drew on decades of field 

work, research, and writing on modern slavery around the world.  

HTC Director, Associate Director, and student staff join Kevin 

Bales. 


